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Mark Your Calendars:
MABA 2015 (July 10, 11, 12)
Hosted by the Indianapolis Bonsai Club

Clarion Hotel
http://www.clarionhotel.comdhdiahapotisdiandN117

Indianapolis, Indiana
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From the President

August 2014 President's Message

August is a great time of the year. Football will be starting soon. The kids are going back to school. On top
of all that, It's Indiana State Fair time. The State Fair has become a very important bonsai event for us. For
the past five years, we've been putting on a fantastic display. Our bonsai display has become a must-see
event for many fair goers. As many of you know, this is not just an Indianapolis Bonsai Club display, but a
statewide event. The show is a ten day event, which actually features two separate sessions. During the
first session, we feature the conifer and deciduous trees. During the second session we feature tropical and
indigenous to Indiana trees.

This year, we've had a slight change with the divisions and how trees will be judged. Although ribbons are
nice, this article isn't about ribbons. It's about displaying our hobby and showing off our works of art. Most
of us are members of the bonsai club because we enjoy the hobby. We want others to enjoy our hobby, too.
In effect, our trees and those who take the time to volunteer at the fair, are like ambassadors. We introduce
people to our hobby. Many members of the bonsai club became club members after seeing the State Fair
Exhibit. The club normally gets a spike in membership every year thanks to our efforts at the fair. The
stronger our club membership, the more opportunity there is for all of us to enjoy an improve on our hobby.

Once again, | am hoping for great participation at the State Fair. Please consider showing a couple of your
favorite trees at the fair. Also consider covering a shift or two at the State Fair bonsai display. We are sup-
posed to have someone present at the display during the hours that Ag/Hort. building is opened. The build-
ing is opened from 9am - 9pm. We need to be there to watch over the trees, water the trees when needed
and to answer questions of people viewing the display. Often, it's many of the common questions, like 'How
old is it,’ 'How big will it get," and then we get the guy that walks by and yells, 'Banzai!

For those of you who wish to participate by showing a tree, please take the time to make sure that your tree
is looking it's best. Make sure that the pots are clean. Remove yellow or damaged leaves. Pull the weeds
and cover the surface of the soil with moss. Remember to show your tree on some sort of stand or mat.
You should also display your tree with an accent plant or accent stone. That may be a lot to think about, but
don't be intimidated. Just try to do the best you can with what you have. One of the best parts of showing
your tree is the fact that you get your tree critiqued by a bonsai professional. | think that both of our judges
are fairly easy going guys. | think you can expect critiques that will be more encouraging than critical. The
first session will be judged by Brussell Martin. The second session will be judged by Ed Trout. Furthermore,
the upcoming August meeting will feature a tropical bonsai demonstration conducted by Ed Trout. If you
were at the last meeting or the club picnic, you had the chance to see the huge Jaboticaba that Ed will be
working on. It's an impressive tree now. | can't wait to see how it looks after Ed's presentation.

I hope to see all of you at the upcoming Indiana State Fair and the August IBC meeting.

Take care,
Scott




What To Do:
By Mark Fields

Mid-July through Mid -August

runing, pruning, pruningeé.seems itds a 1

of scissors and a basket whenever | 6m inr

let the tree grow out of its profile, such as when an unhealthy tree is trying to regain its

vigor. Or, if you are letting a sacrifice branch grow. In such cases, use your own discre-
tion as to when it needs to be cut off.

Continue a regular fertilization schedule as long as the trees are growing. In August they generally
go into a summer dormancy period. At that time, hold off on fertilizing.

When conifers go into summer dormancy, it is safe to repot them. It is also safe to dig evergreens
safely. | learned this when | had a nursery and would regularly dig taxus and junipers in August.
When this is done, they have a chance to push new roots prior to fall and winter ensuring their sur-
vival. It is important to move them into shade for a while after digging and repotting before accli-
mating them back to the full sun.

Watering is key this time of year too. My rule of thumb is to water 2 to 3 times a day when temps
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are above 90 and 1 to 2 times a day when tempgs &

ing the day, check the soil to ensure there was sufficient enough rain to saturate the soil mass. If
not, water!

Keep an eye out for pests and diseases and treat as necessary. Fungus is a problem when we get
a lot of rain like we have this year. Some trees are unaffected while others are prone. Powdery
mildew is the biggest pest. There are several sprays on the market to treat or prevent this problem.

Of course here in Indy, its time to get your trees ready for exhibition at the Indiana State Fair! Keep
them healthy and pest free!

Mark Fields

IBC LOGO ITEMS

Scribbles Embroidery of Arkansas has the Indianapolis Bonsai Club logo on file and they can pfq
polos,-shirts, caps, bags, sweatshirts, fleece pullovers, etc in a wide selection of colors, both pro
allows IBC members to purchase any item any time they wish. You can visitwheiv. seatiEite stmb.
to see their selection and place your order.
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Tree of the Month:  Bald Cypress

In the wild, the Bald Cypress tree graws@rowers have noted some suddesse plants have been known t
wet, swampy soils along riverbankgranighg it as a formal upright, groupthieim feet in just a single year, s
flood plains. Specimens of this plantrbake informal upright, literati and slgmtining needs to be done at a mini
reached ages as old as 1000 yearslohally, the plant will grow in the opeerinother year.

though the tree generally likes wettdreclivild and have a group of hori : i
mates, it has been grown as far nogthdadrooping limbs. The formal upri{g@% other bonsai plants, the Byd Cy

| .
Minnesota, New York and Southernti@abest way to grow it into a bonsa{ht és'%vﬁgesitn?; nﬁg?ﬁ:gﬁ;e’sgrr%ﬁ% g”.irlln
ada. but others will work well also. ’

swampy, wet earth and this effect phould
The circular strands the tree grows In &lerida, many of the trees founbewilicreated in real life. Heavy sofls like
far different than how a Bald Cypresadiaaly be an Everglades Cypressmarshroom compost work very wellf If the
sai plant will grow. When looked atPfsothCypress. Since these trees arespibie not heavy enough, the bongai will
afar, the strands of tree take on an alonaggly, they grow better in the litetateceive enough moisture. It is
domedike shape. Needles on the dstgke. These more diminutive cypreseep 0 s si bl e t o gejt t |

twigs. This deciduous plant loses itgresd and grow along the trunk.  as much water as possible.

dles in winter, but may dried leaves, wil .
often remain on the Bald Cypresgttg%tfald Cypress is a very fast gr&wetagfor the Bald Cypress should pe flat

inati € and has to be watched very closaig. dhallow. To make it more aest
springtime. growers do not keep an eye on theipleasing, the Bald Cypress nofmally
Relatives sai, the wires can potentially damageatiches earth tones and dull glaz
Ore o the closest relatves to tnelRfyTC PEVent e, e branches eabiince e po il ofer be ubfergec
Cypress is the Pond Cypress. Muchitk 9 ’

the Bald Cypress is appearance: the'WEnoome growers have noted suiceeeff the dirt afterward.

Cypress has a smaller stature and rlzbw (making a slight incision on Iqriggéses & Pest Problems

I es. This enables them to pu

around the edges of swamps. Seed i ; . .

this close relative are often eateR' itﬁ down and the Bald CypresAltvilgh the Bald Cypress is not syscepti
0

neighboring squirrels and birds. As pa?I% eal its wound. ble to most pests, it does have a pjoblem

the Taxodiaceae family, these two Steesng The Foliage & Making Cyp
have much in common. Knees

with Twig Blight. This weak pathopen is
rﬁc??mally found on tissue that is dg¢ad or
injured. If the tree is stressed fro
Growing A Bald Cypress Bonsai To shape the foliage, just pinch backwegwpruned, the fungus will attack gnd Kkill
roowth. If the branch needs to be tiéckips of the branches. Any dead jor dis-
eg, growers can let it grow on its ogasémr branches should be ingantly
h%%gson and then prune it in the prarigd and not left on the tree. By fjruning

ranges, the bonsai will need proté&%}g' Wherever the tree is pruned, eonmetly and regularly fertilizing t
during ,the harsh months of winter. SHR ut will shoot out of the area. Lésigsdssue can be avoided.

ers should plan on watering the Fonpe plucked off from desirably F&%ﬁ%ﬂ, this plant does very welljwhen
every day if the live in the south. Wha'© free can be pruned througholil the

_ Gk grown as a bonsai. The elegant shgpe and
the summer, the pots of this plant s feathery foliage look beautiful whenfpaired

be submerged in water for 20 or 30fntie grower wants to develop cypress i
utes for it to receive an adequate akmeed, they just need to go longer wg{'ho%%n, earthen ]E)O;[I' Popula;\.amo .bon
of water. repotting the plant. Normally, three St C'qnﬁdovjez_ ad tfype;, this bongai tree
ill suffice. Roots can be brought t§ @s®ecially wetlited tor beginners. jtis
Many growers have had a great dgvéllrfgfzje and allowed to thicken up tsifopte to grow and not susceptiblg to a

success using a-1010 ratio of Phog: .
phorous, Nitrogen and Potassium. Fﬁggee. Over the course of a few Jeaes ranges of diseases and pes ?’é_;or
a

the fertilizer on it ever 2 weeks in Iat% SUR(‘?- bdo n tsha I'Io(I) S T 00 hnyote Iboking ttd? pick K Bbns
mer and autumn and weekly during!&fj)ees do in the wild. hobby, the Bald Cypress is a greft first
summer and spring. No fertilizer shoBldbegating & Repotting The Bald €heice. The iconic shape issuitdld t

put on the bonsai during the winter. press bonsai trees and easy to make f@r any
Pruning & Wiring Users can use cuttings or air layerimgmbobbyist.

rpmﬁ%gate their bonsai. Any potting or root
Rriamng should Qe performed in spring.

Bald Cypress bonsai trees should
grown in full sun in zones 5B throu
Although it can be grown outside of

summer.

When pruning the tree, try to keep i
the styles that the Bald Cypress loo







Indianapolis Bonsai Club
July 2nd, 2014
Meeting Minutes
Amanda Cox

Date & Time: July 2nd, 2014 from 7:00:00

Location: Garfield Park Conservatory Meeting Room
Presiding: Club President Scott Yelich

Attendance: 18

Membership: 39 Paid Members

Checking/Savings Balance$3567.00

State Fair August £ -9"

*Volunteers Needed*

Set Up July 3%

Conifers /Deciduous August6™ Judge: Brussel Martin
Tropcial/Indigenous August™®9" Judge: Ed Trout

Next Meeting: August &"
Ed Trout: Tropical Demo on Jaboticaba

Tree of the Month: American Beech
Presented By: Jack

July Presentation: Putting it all together for show
Presented By: Mark Fields




Exhibiting Bonsai:

A visual sampling
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