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State Fair 
2021 

Two  years in the waiting,   
an exhibit well worth the 

wait ... 
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)URP�WKH�3UHVLGHQW 

W e are nearing the end of Summer.  The kids are back in School.  The August air is hot and dry.  We recently wrapped up an-
other Indiana State Fair Bonsai Show.  Before I move on to what's coming up in September, I want to revisit the recent bonsai 
show at the Indiana State Fair-- both the positives and the negatives. 

First, I will start with the positive stuff:  As usual, the show was well received.  I frequently heard comments like, "This is my favorite thing to see 
at the Fair!" and "These things are amazing!"  We had crowds of people at the show.  We had old members rejoin our club and new members 
sign up for the first time.  We had a total of 28 displays consisting of 26 bonsai trees, one suiseki display and one Lego bonsai display.  As a 
whole, the display looked very nice and fair visitors were impressed by what they saw.  I'm also pleased to say that we sold a lot of trees, tools 
pots and supplies as well.  Those sales are very beneficial to the club.  As a non-profit club, those sales translate into the club subsidizing work-
shop material, visiting artists, and other club supplies.  Whether you realize it or not, the club has to spend money on things like brochures, web-
sites and a storage room for supplies.  A big thanks goes out to those who participated in making this a great show. 

Here's the negative take-away from the State Fair Show:  Of the 27 displays at the fair, they came from only 6 IBC members and none from any 
of the other clubs from around the state.  Of those 26 bonsai on display, only 12 were judged.  The others were for exhibit only.  Out of the almost 
100 members that we have, only 6 people volunteered to work the fair.  We can do better, folks.  When the Indiana State Fair asked us to show 
bonsai at the fair many years ago, the idea was that it was open to all bonsai artists throughout the State of Indiana.  Although the event is hosted 
by the Indianapolis Bonsai Club, the event isn't supposed to be exclusive to our club.  As a host club, it is our job to care for the trees at the show 
and staff the information table at the center.  We shouldn't have to rely on a very select few people to supply the trees and cover the information 
table.  I am disappointed by the lack of participation by both our own club and by the clubs throughout the State of Indiana.  I do understand that 
there was a conflicting bonsai show during the first weekend of the fair.  That being said, the Elkhart Show was a one weekend show.  The Indi-
ana State Fair Bonsai Show lasted eight days and we can switch out trees half way through.  For Indiana Bonsai Clubs, the State Fair Show is 
extremely important, and here's why: 

There is NO other show in the state that gets anywhere close to the attendance as the Indiana State Fair Show.  We hand out by far more flyers 
and business cards at the fair than we do at any of our other events.  There is always a spike in membership immediately following the fair.  
There are participants from every county involved in the state fair, therefore there are people from all over the state who are viewing our  bonsai 
display.  People from all around the state often ask us about other bonsai clubs or organizations throughout the state, especially if they don't live 
within an hour or two of Indianapolis.  Those of us working the information booth are happy to let folks know about the other clubs scattered 
throughout Indiana, so the show benefits far more than just the Indianapolis club.  I'd be fine if other Indiana clubs left brochures at our infor-
mation table that we could hand out.  Still, we need better participation from both our own club and other clubs throughout the state.  This event 
drives membership for all of us.  I hope that next year I can count on better effort. 

I will now step off of my soapbox and talk about the exciting things we have coming up in September.  Our September meeting is usually one of 
our best attended meetings of the year.  Why, you ask?  It's the annual club auction and people love a chance at coming home with new stuff for 
a reasonable amount.  You must be a current club member to participate in the auction.  If you want to want to sell stuff, you are free to bring any 
trees, pots, tools or bonsai related items to go up on the auction block.  The live auctions are no reserve auctions and the club keeps 20% of the 
sale.  If you wish to set a reserve on items, you can do so during a silent auction, which goes on throughout the live auction.  The silent auction 
normally closes about 15 minutes before the end of the live auction.  If you want to buy, the club gladly accepts cash, check or credit cards.  If 
you have a lot of small items, we recommend selling your items together in lots.  For example, if you have 12 small pots, you should group them 
into 3 lots with 4 pots each to save time.  Auctions forms will be attached to both this newsletter and on the website.  Please have your forms 
filled out at ready to go before coming to the meeting.   

As a reminder to some and a warning to others:  There is no business meeting before the auction.  We start fast.  We recommend you arrive 
early so you can be prepared.  You will need to go to the membership desk first to get a number if you wish to buy or sell at the auction.  If you 
are selling, print your auction forms at home and have them ready!  I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting.  I'll be getting out of the way 
fast so the auctioneers can do their thing. 

 

6ɋԦɢ�<ɰʙLɭɓ,  
President 
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A biG IBC thank you to 
those members who vol-
unteered and helped 
“Staff” our exhibit 
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3OHDVH�WXUQ�LQ�IRUP�WR�5REHUW�+R\�RU�
3DXO�:HLVKDDU�E\��S�P��RQ�6HSWHPEHU�
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Members  
Only  

Auction  
September 1, 2021 

Buy, sell, ALL 
things  
Bonsai! 
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8SGDWHG�-XO\��������� 

5HPLQGHU��:H·G�OLNH�WR�VKRZFDVH��
PHPEHUV�WUHHV��6HQG�XV�SKRWRV�
DQG�D�EULHI�FRPPHQWDU\�RQ�\RXU�
WUHH��6HQG�WR�U�KR\#RXWORRN�FRP 
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)RU�WKH�PRVW�XS�WR�GDWH�FDOHQGDU��YLVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH��
ZZZ�LQG\ERQVDL�RUJ 

Date 

2021 Meetings 
�3URJUDP� 

January 6 Cancelled 

February 3 Shohin Bonsai  Care and display (Meeting at the Hix Institute,  Indianapolis Zoo) 

March 3 Building a Bonsai Forest , Mark Fields ( Meeting at the Hix Institute,  Indianapolis Zoo) 

April 7 Flowering and Fruiting Bonsai 

A Short Presentation ofn the Upcoming Cicada Season 2021: Ron Fraley 
May 5 Members Only Bald Cypress Workshop 

June 2 Members Only: Root Over Rock Workshop & Buy (Burt Dayvii Ficus available for members only - $30 each), Buy, Sell 
and Swap meet - members only). Garfield Park Corporate Pavilion.  

July 7 Members Only Tropical Workshop 

August  4 Bonsai display—Getting Your Tree Ready for the Indiana State Fair Bonsai Exhibit 

September 1 Annual Members Only Auction 

October  6 Members Only Evergreen Workshop 
November 3  Building a Bonsai Slab 
December 1  Annual GALA 

&OXE�2IILFHUV 
����-���� 

3UHVLGHQW   6FRWW�<HOLFK 

9LFH-3UHVLGHQW  $O\VVD�%DWXOD 

6HFUHWDU\   5REHUW�6FDUERURXJK 

7UHDVXUHU   5REHUW�+R\ 

3DVW�3UHVLGHQW  3DXO�:HLVKDDU  

1HZVOHWWHU��   5REHUW�+R\ 

:HEPDVWHU   6FRWW�<HOLFK 

9ROXQWHHUV   6WHYHQ�'LFN 

0HPEHUVKLS   6WHYHQ�'LFN 

+LVWRULDQ   3DXO�:HLVKDDU 

/LEUDULDQ   3DXO�:HLVKDDU 

6HSWHPEHU�����3HQURG�$UWV�)DLU�6DOH 
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&OXE�,QIRUPDWLRQ 
9LVLWRUV�DUH�DOZD\V�:(/&20(��� 

:KHUH� *DUILHOG�3DUN�&RQVHUYDWRU\ 

�����6KHOE\�6WUHHW 

,QGLDQDSROLV��,QGLDQD 

:KHQ�� )LUVW�:HGQHVGD\�RI�HDFK�

PRQWK 

7LPH�� �����SP 

&OXE�'XHV� 'XHV� DUH� ���� SHU� FDOHQGDU�
\HDU�� &RVW� LQFOXGHV� �XS� WR��
WZR� PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� VDPH�
KRXVHKROG�� 

&OXE�2IILFHUV�������-���� 

3UHVLGHQW 6FRWW�<HOLFK 

9LFH�3UHVLGHQW $O\VVD�%DWXOD 

  
6HFUHWDU\ 1HLO�6FDUERURXJK 

7UHDVXUHU 5REHUW�+R\ 

3DVW�3UHVLGHQW 3DXO�:HLVKDDU 

0HPEHUVKLS 6WHYHQ�'LFN 

:HE�0DVWHU 6FRWW�<HOLFK 

9ROXQWHHUV 6WHYHQ�'LFN� 

+LVWRULDQ 3DXO�:HLVKDDU 

/LEUDULDQ 3DXO�:HLVKDDU 

0$%$��%&, 3DXO�:HLVKDDU 

*DUILHOG�&XUDWRUV 

 

$%6 

3XEOLFDWLRQV�3KRWRV 

9LGHRJUDSKHU��������������������������������� 

&KLS�7D\ORU 

-DF\�0DFFKLD 

0DUN�)LHOGV 

5REHUW�+R\ 

&DPHURQ�)DFNOHU� 

  

&KHFNRXW�WKH�,%&�ZHEVLWH�� 
ZZZ�LQG\ERQVDL�RUJ� 

 

6XSSRUW�RXU�&RUSRUDWH�6SRQVRUV 
%RQVDL�E\�)LHOGV��0DUN�)LHOGV� 
&LUFOH�&LW\�%RQVDL��%RE�+R\� 

(DJOH�&UHHN�%RQVDL��6FRWW�<HOLFK� 


